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These Rules and Regulations complement the Articles of Association of Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Ltd, and are subject to regular review and modification by the Board of Directors from time to time.
All members are bound to abide by the Company Articles of Association, and these Club Rules and
Regulations.

CODE OF CONDUCT

The Club expects members and guests to show respect to other users and to club premises at all
times. Players are expected to be tidy in appearance in keeping with the club dress code, and to
show consideration for the safety and enjoyment of those around them. Adherence to club Rules
and Regulations, and protection of the reputation of the club, are explicit conditions of membership.
On the course, players should show respect for the course and greens staff, and practice accepted
standards of golf etiquette such as fair play and pace of play.

Unacceptable behaviour

Unacceptable behaviour may be physical, verbal or in relation to electronic communication such as
email and social media. For the purpose of this document ‘unacceptable behaviour’ includes, but is
not exclusively:

e Wilful and/or repeated breach of current Club Rules and Regulations.

e Abusive or aggressive language or behaviour directed at any member of staff, member or
guest while on club premises, including the golf course.

e Bullying, harassment and discriminatory behaviour (see appendix one) on club premises.

e Smoking or vaping in the clubhouse or the decking area.

e Serious misuse of alcohol or drugs on club premises.

o Theft or fraud relating to the club.

e Cheating (ie knowingly breaking the Rules of Golf to gain an advantage) in a golf competition
hosted by the club or club professional.

e Any act, or failure to act, that is reasonably deemed to threaten or compromise the integrity
or reputation of the Club in the golfing or wider community. This includes events occurring
on or off the club premises, and while using social media.

Reports of unacceptable behaviour will be investigated and dealt with according to the Club
Disciplinary Procedure

DRESS CODE

Our dress code guidance is one element of an overall expectation of respectful behaviour on and off
the course. We recognise that fashions change but equally support the view that a golf club is a
place where clothing should not be excessively scruffy, offensive or indecent. In common with many
other sports, when playing on the field of play players are expected to wear clothes recognised as
appropriate to the sport. Members are responsible for ensuring that their guests abide by our
standards of dress and behaviour.

1. The following should not be worn in the clubhouse or while using any of the club facilities*:

e clothes that could reasonably be considered provocative, indecent or offensive
e clothes that are heavily stained, torn, frayed or badly faded.
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e Sports kits specifically designed for other sports such as football or athletics
e beach wear

2. Dress on the course, practice nets, putting green and chipping areas.

Clean, tidy clothing, widely recognised as suitable for golf, should be worn in the correct manner.
Writing on clothing, including branding, should be discrete and inoffensive.
Golf shoes must be worn on the course at all times.

3. Dress in the clubhouse

Clean dry golf shoes (not those with metal spikes) may be worn.

Clothing may be casual but must be reasonably smart and tidy.

Golf waterproofs, or wet, muddy or perspiration-soaked clothing should not be worn.

Headgear required for religious or medical reasons is acceptable.

Headgear worn on the course can be worn in the clubhouse in a suitable manner.

For some social functions, the club may take the opportunity to define a specific dress code, and
members and guests are expected to respect that.

4. Managing breaches

Approaches to express concerns regarding an individual’s dress or general appearance should be
made politely, discretely and without undue confrontation. Offenders should be informed of the
dress code, and in most cases it is sufficient to ask that they dress appropriately on their next visit. In
some circumstances, only when justified, they may be asked to change immediately or, extreme
cases, be asked leave the premises.

*Footnote: other than in relation to common decency, this dress code is not applicable to users of
the driving range.

MEMBERSHIP

The procedure for admission to the Club and termination of membership are detailed in the
Company Articles of Association.

Membership categories, the rights and benefits of each category, and current membership
subscription fees are listed on the club website. Failure to pay a subscription fee on time forfeits all
membership rights and may incur an administrative fee.

Honorary membership

Honorary full membership will be offered to any person aged 80 or more who has been a full
member of the club for 40 consecutive years. They will not be entitled to invite guests to play free of
charge under any scheme that may be in place for paying members. Honorary membership will
normally start on April 1st in the membership year after the member’s 80" birthday. The Office
Manager will inform the Officers of potential candidates and those eligible according to the above
criteria will be approved and informed. The Board may consider individual members brought to its
attention who do not fully meet these criteria, and may offer honorary membership by majority
vote.



Incapacity due to ill health

A member who, for reasons related to ill health or incapacity, believes they may be unable to play
golf for more than 3 months should inform the office, in writing, as soon as possible. The period of
incapacity will start on the day the office is informed of the incapacity, or on a later date notified in
advance. The start of the period of incapacity cannot be backdated. The member will be informed in
writing of the start date.

The member will receive no remuneration for the first three months after start date. For the
remaining period of incapacity, they will be entitled to remuneration of two thirds of their fee,
calculated on a pro rata basis, in the form of a discount on their fee for the subsequent year.
Members paying on a monthly basis must continue to do so until the scheduled payments for that
year are complete. Failure to do so will forfeit all of that individual’s membership rights until the
payments are made.

During the period of incapacity the member will have full access to the clubhouse, driving range and
practice facilities, but may not play on the course. Breach of this condition will invalidate the offer of
any refund. Access to tee booking software will be blocked during the period of incapacity.

The member must inform the office of the date of their return to play to enable a refund to be
calculated and full playing rights restored. If the period of incapacity extends into the next
membership year (i.e. beyond April 1*) the subscription for that year (minus the deduction
calculated up to that point) is payable in order for the member to retain non-playing membership
rights.

Applications for a refund of paid fees because of permanent incapacity, or for a non-medical reason,
will be considered by the Board on an individual basis, and the decision of the Board is final.

CAPTAINS AND VICE-CAPTAINS

The rules for “captain” or “captains” apply equally to the men’s and women’s captains, who have
equal standing and identical roles in the club. The same applies to vice-captains.

A captain must have held full membership of the club for at least 5 consecutive years on April 1% in
the year of their captaincy.

Selection of captains

The posts of vice-captain and captain run for a calendar year starting on January 1*'. In any given
year the vice-captain takes over the role of captain on January 1* the following year. During their
year in office the vice-captain must present a nomination to succeed him/her to the Board no later
the beginning of September. The Board has the right to approve or reject the nomination. If
accepted, the nomination is presented to the membership at the AGM.

USE OF CLUB FACILITIES

Parking

Please park in the spaces provided and with consideration to other users
There is space for disabled parking and access to the clubhouse near the rear door past the greens
shed.



The road that runs between the first tee and the chipping green is private property and should not
be used for parking or to access to the club facilities.

Practice facilities
Driving range

The driving range is available for use by members, guests and the public.

Single-use tokens for range balls can be purchased at the pro-shop or the bar, or dispensed using a
prepaid card issued by the club. The range balls are club property and for use only on our driving
range. They should not be removed from the premises.

Balls must be hit from the mats provided inside and to the left of the covered bays. Only one person
should be in a bay; do not stand in a bay while someone else is using it. Alternatively, you may hit
from the grass to the left of the row of mats.

You must not walk onto or hit balls from the grass in front of these designated areas or on any
part of the landing area.

Take care to avoid hitting balls into the field to the right of the range. Aim away from it.

Take care to avoid hitting the vehicle used to collect balls from the range.

Other practice facilities

The practice nets, putting green, and both chipping greens (situated on the approach to the 1*' tee
from the clubhouse, and to the left of the 18™ fairway) are for the use of members and paying guests
only.

Do not chip onto the putting green.

Do not chip onto the chipping green from beyond the mowed grass area to the left of it.

Clubhouse

Disabled access is available via the rear door, adjacent to the disabled parking area.

Clothing worn inside the clubhouse should be in keeping with the Dress Code.

Dogs may accompany you on the decking area and its surrounds, but they are not permitted inside
the clubhouse (other than guide dogs).

Toilets are available for anyone visiting the club. Showers and changing facilities are for the use of
members and paying guests only.

Please report any faulty, dangerous or unhygienic issues to a member of staff.

We ask that mobile phones in the bar and dining room be kept in silent mode, and that you make or
answer calls outside of these areas.

Course

Our Dress Code and Code of Conduct apply at all times. Golfers are expected to play with safety in
mind, practice golf etiquette, show consideration for others users, and respect the course.
Groups of more than 4 players are not permitted on the course except:
e while letting a group play through on a hole, or
e to save time when 2 groups are on a tee together, and some players are playing
their last hole (usually 9™ or 18™), leaving no more than 4 players to continue to the
next hole.
All golfers (or their caddy) must carry their own clubs unless unable to do so due to injury or
disability. Friends walking the course must not hit shots on the course.
Alcoholic drinks are allowed on the course, but must not be consumed if a player is using a buggy,
and drunken behaviour is not acceptable.



Mobile phones may be used to enter or view data online, or for important calls. However, this must
be done in such a way that does not slow down play or might reasonably disturb other players.
Where possible, please keep your phone in silent mode.

Dogs may not accompany players on the course. However members, and spectators at golf events,
may bring a dog onto the course provided it remains under full control on a lead and is kept well
away from the tees, fairways and greens. Owners are responsible for cleaning up after their dog.

BOOKING A TEE TO PLAY GOLF

The club provides an online booking system, and the Board determines how this is used.

The system opens for members’ bookings at 6pm eight days in advance, and a member may book up
to 4 players in an available tee slot. All golfers must be booked into a tee time slot on BRS before
playing. If you decide not to play, please remove your name from the tee sheet.

Booking guests

Members may book in guests to play at any time during weekdays.

For Saturdays, or Sundays if a competition is scheduled, guests can be booked to play after 2pm in
the usual way. Slots before 2pm may only be booked no sooner than 2 days in advance.

On Sundays, if there is no competition scheduled, guests can be booked to play after 11 am in the
usual way. Slots before 11am may only be booked no sooner than 2 days in advance.

Do not book a slot for a “guest” that does not exist, i.e. when the intention is simply to prevent
another member from booking that slot.

All visitors and guests must pay a green fee before playing golf. This can be done in person at the bar
or in the proshop, or in advance by phoning the proshop. Members are held responsible for ensuring
that their guests have paid.

Advanced tee bookings

Booking a tee slot, or a block of slots, more than 8 days in advance is permitted only with ongoing
approval of the Board. Examples include the following:

e Events entered in the club diary approved in advance by the Board

e Approved team matches or practice sessions

e Open competitions, and approved drawn competitions

e Board competition matches can be booked via the office or proshop, and for single matches,
the remaining 2 slots can be blocked out.

e Regular blocks, with an agreed number of slots, reserved exclusively for men, women or
junior members

e Regular blocks, with an agreed number of slots, reserved for other societies and sub-sections
of the membership recognised and approved by the Board

e Paying visiting parties booked via the office

e Non-paying groups booked by the captains (requires approval from a club officer)

e A member may make a request to the office for advanced booking for a specific event.

GOLF BUGGIES

For full details please refer to the Golf Buggy Policy

No person aged under 17 may hire or drive a buggy anywhere on club premises. Proof of age may be
requested by club staff.


https://brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk/golf-club-governance/

Members must have read and signed the Golf Buggy User Agreement (members) form no more than
one year prior to using any buggy (including personal ride-on vehicles) on club premises. (See
appendix)

Visitors must read and sign the Golf Buggy User Agreement (visitors) form prior to each use of any
buggy (including personal ride-on vehicles) on club premises

Users of personally owned buggies must ensure that have their own insurance covering 3™ party
injury or damage to property

The club may prohibit the use of buggies and personal ride-on vehicles at any time when prevailing
conditions are such that their use on the course is deemed unsafe. This decision rests with the
course manager or his deputy on site at the time, or in the absence of an available greens staff
member, a Club Officer.

The club reserves the right to prohibit any individual from using a buggy or other motorised vehicle
on the course, on a temporary or permanent basis, if there are reasonable grounds for doing so.

Hire procedure

Buggies may be booked in advance either online at the time of booking, or in the pro-shop.

You may also book in the pro-shop prior to playing, subject to availability.

All bookings must be entered into BRS at the time of booking.

Keys are available only from the pro-shop. Members wishing to hire a buggy before the shop opens
should clarify arrangements for key collection with pro-shop staff in advance

The Golf Buggy User Agreement must be signed, and the buggy must be paid for before use.

Use only the numbered buggy allocated to you by pro-shop staff

At all times follow the safety instructions shown in the Golf Buggy User Agreement, and those
displayed on the buggy windshield.

After use, the buggy should be returned to the correct numbered bay in the courtyard, and the key
returned to the pro-shop (or the bar if the pro-shop is closed).

You do not need to connect the cable into the charging point

Report any damage to the pro-shop or bar staff.

Remove and dispose of any litter in the buggy before leaving.

COMPETITIONS

The format, schedule and administration of club golf competitions are determined by the Handicaps
and Competitions Committee. This is subject to annual review and approval by the Board.

TEAMS

Teams created to play in competition with other clubs must be approved by the Board on an annual
basis

SOCIETIES AND SUBSECTIONS

Societies and subsections from within the membership that use the club facilities on a regular basis
for golfing or other activities must agree a schedule and operating policy with the Board on an
annual basis. At all times they are subject to the Articles of Association and these Rules and
Regulations.



COURSE ETIQUETTE

Golf etiquette exists to allow everyone to enjoy the game in a safe and calm environment. This
requires every player to respect other players, the course, and the game itself.

Respect the course

Give way to greens staff on the course; they have work to do but will move aside to let you play as
soon as they can.

Avoid taking a divot with practice swings

Replace divots on the tees and fairways

Rake the bunker after your shot

Repair pitch marks on the greens

Do not push your trolley or drive buggies between the bunkers and the green, or across teeing areas

Respect other players

Ensure you start on time. Aim to be ready to play 10 minutes before your time slot.
Stay quiet when others are playing their shots

Keep your phone on silent and use it only if absolutely necessary

Always shout “Fore” if there is a risk your ball may hit another player

Avoid slow play (see the Rules of Golf section 5.6):

o Keep up with the group in front of you, not simply ahead of those behind you. If you lose a
hole on the group in front you, and you are holding up the group behind, wave them
through.

e Lost balls: always play a provisional ball if there is any possibility that your ball will be lost.
You must spend no more than 3 minutes searching for a ball. If it is not found within that
time, it is lost and you must resume play with another ball.

e Prepare your shot in advance. When it is safe to do so, walk to your ball and make your club
selection while your partners are playing their shot, not afterwards.

e Play your shot when you are ready and it is safe to do so, regardless of who is furthest from
the hole. (This needs to be agreed with your opponent in match play)

e Determine the line of your putt while others are doing so, unless that interferes with the
preparation of the player due to putt next

e C(Clear the green promptly. Leave your bag or trolley at the side of the green towards the next
tee to allow a speedy move to the next tee. Mark your card at the next tee, not on or near
the green

e Do start your game on the 10" if there are players already playing the 9" hole.

e Do not cut across the course to continue on a hole that is not on normal playing order if
there are players already playing the previous hole.

Respect the game

Follow the Dress Code and Code of Conduct
Play strictly to the Rules of Golf during a qualifying round and in competitions
Avoid unreasonably loud or boisterous behaviour that may disturb other players



Appendix One

Definitions of bullying, harassment and discriminatory behaviour

These definitions are not exhaustive but are recognised by the club as valid for the purpose of
identifying unacceptable behaviour.

Bullying

Bullying is repeated behaviour which takes advantage of perceived or real physical or social
imbalance to:

e intentionally cause hurt another individual physically, mentally or emotionally.
e dominate, intimidate or coerce another individual

Harassment

Harassment is unwanted conduct that has the purpose, or effect, of violating a person’s dignity or
creating an intimidating, hostile, degrading, humiliating or offensive environment for them. Note
that a single incident can amount to harassment, and that it is the effect on the harassed person that
determines the offence, whether or not the conduct was intended to cause offence.

Discriminatory behaviour

In this context, this is harassment specifically related to “protected characteristics”, which include
age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, race, nationality or religious beliefs.

There is overlap between these types of misconduct, and all of them may take the form not just of
physical or verbal behaviour, but also non-verbal or indirect actions. This can include the use of
email, social media etc.

Some examples of unacceptable behaviour relating to these areas:

use of status in the club (eg committee member, longstanding member) to intimidate or

coerce a more junior person

e jokes or derogatory comments about a particular ethnic group, religion, gender, sexual
orientation, gender assignment or disability

e homophobic or xenophobic remarks or behaviour

e unwanted sexual advances, physical contact or suggestive behaviour, whether or not the
person making the advance or exhibiting the behaviour perceives the conduct as harmless

e spreading malicious rumours
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Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Golf Buggy User Agreement - Members

Conditions of hire and use

e No person aged under 17 years is allowed to drive the buggy. Proof of age may be required
prior to hiring.

e The Club accepts no liability for injury, loss, or damage caused by buggy use, unless it is due
to a defect in the buggy when hired, or for any theft from the buggy.

e The hirer/user accepts liability for injury to him/herself or others that occurs in relation to
the use of the buggy while in their care.

e The hirer/user accepts liability for any damage to the buggy, course infrastructure or
personal property that occurs in relation to the use of the buggy while in their care.

e The hirer/user will use the buggy strictly in accordance with the rules and procedures shown
below.

e Users of personally owned buggies must ensure that they have their own insurance
covering 3" party injury or damage to property

Safety rules

e Drive carefully with full attention to your surroundings, including surface conditions.

e Always use the paths where provided, taking particular care when driving downhill.

e Do not drive on any steep grassy slopes, and avoid driving across slopes

e Avoid sudden stops or changes of direction.

e No more than 2 people in a buggy at one time. Remain seated and keep your head, arms and
legs inside the buggy when moving.

e Look behind you before reversing.

e Set the brake before leaving the vehicle.

e Do not drive under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

e Pay attention to the safety notices displayed in the buggy

Course specific rules

Use bridges and buggy paths where provided

Pay attention to signage on the course.

Do not drive on tees, greens, fringes, or closely mown
approaches

Do not drive or in areas between bunkers and greens.

Do not drive in penalty areas, bunkers, GUR or near ditches
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Examples of restricted areas include, but are not limited to, the following:

Do not drive down the ravine in front Do not drive down the bank to the
Of 4" green left if the the 8™ fairway

Do not drive on the bank to the left of Do not drive up the bank on the 18"
of the 9" green hole. Use the path to the left side

Take care to drive slowly down the bank from the 18th tee.

Buggy return
o After play, return the buggy to the correct numbered bay in the courtyard, and return the
key to the pro-shop (or the bar if the pro-shop is closed).
e Report any damage to the pro-shop or bar staff.

e Remove and dispose of any litter in the buggy before leaving.
e You do not need to connect the buggy to the charge point.

Declaration
| confirm that | understand and accept the above Conditions of Hire and Use

Name

Signature

Telephone number

Date __ /___/
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